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Don’t vote for racism 
 

By Shuli Dichter 
 
All of the party leaders should put their hand on their heart, take a good look 
at themselves in the mirror and ask whether their party is in favor of equality in 
resource allocation regardless of religion, race or ethnic affiliation 
 
A strike by the leaders of Arab local authorities recently ended with the 
transfer of NIS 46 million. That amounts to a holiday gift worth about NIS 
500,000 per local authority on average, a sum that will barely cover the 
salaries of municipal workers this month. This is a handout of candy for the 
holiday, but in case you do not know – the recently concluded Feast of 
Sacrifice (Eid al-Adha) is a holiday of meats, not sweets. 
 
Everyone already knows that the Arab local authorities suffer discrimination in 
Interior Ministry allocations. There is already no need to prove this.  There is 
also no longer any need to argue that the wide gaps between Jews and Arabs 
constitute a time bomb placed between the two populations comprising Israeli 
society. But the significant distinction is between those who claim that this is 
the way things should be, versus those who support rectifying this situation. 
 
In private conversation, every government official and serious politician will tell 
you that it is impossible to continue discriminating against Arabs, and that this 
situation portends disaster for the very existence of the state. In the upcoming 
elections, there is no sane political party that would justify institutional 
discrimination against 20% of the citizens of the state in allocating state 
resources on the basis of ethnic affiliation, because all of the parties want to 
appear normal and radiate normality. But, paradoxically, there are some 
leaders who think that it does not pay for them to appear normal in the eyes of 
their voters. Therefore, they hide this message, which is so vital for the state. 
 
Even when the state is defined as a democracy, the line that determines its 
character runs between racist policy and democratic policy, and the test case 
for this is equality between Jews and Arabs. All of the party leaders should put 
their hand on their heart, take a good look at themselves in the mirror and ask 
whether their party is in favor of equality in resource allocation without 
distinction of religion, race or ethnic affiliation. If the answer is “no” – it is clear 
that the leader has chosen a racist path. If the answer is “yes” – he has the 
obligation to express this to his potential voters, not half-heartedly, but with 
courage and candor. And now is just the right time to do so, when the election 
process is honing its messages and the agenda is being set for the coming 
years. 
 



Perhaps there are brave and frank leaders in the political arena in Israel, but 
we need to help them to be like this and to encourage them to place equality 
between Jews and Arabs at the center of their election platform and public 
discourse – as a choice in democracy. Every voter who understands that 
equality between Jews and Arabs is essential for the existence of the state 
should make sure that the following articles are included in the platform of the 
party they are considering voting for: 
 

1. A government we join will be committed to equality between the 
Jewish and Arab citizens of Israel and will establish a special 
mechanism for instituting equal patterns of allocation in all 
government ministries. 

2. A government we join will provide special assistance to local 
authorities in rehabilitating infrastructure in Arab communities – 
water, electricity, drainage and sewage, safe roads for children 
within the communities, and more.  

3. A government we join will bring Arab local authorities onto the 
directorates of regional industrial zones during the next Knesset 
term, thus enabling these authorities to enjoy local tax revenues.  

4. A government we join will close the gap between the Arab and 
Jewish populations in the accessibility to all government 
services from the National Insurance Institute, Interior Ministry 
bureaus, and so on. 

5. The education budget per Arab pupil is only 85% of the amount 
budgeted for each Jewish pupil. A government we join will bring 
educational infrastructure in Arab schools up to a par with 
Jewish schools. The allotted classroom hours will be made 
equal and the shortage of 1,800 classrooms in Arab schools will 
be eliminated within four years. 

 
All voters should scrutinize the leaders of the parties they are considering 
voting for, and demand that they commit themselves to these platform articles 
at least. This, in order to defend themselves against racist backlash and to 
ensure that their party is following a democratic path. The parties themselves 
should make a commitment to implement effective equality in the allocation of 
resources between Jews and Arabs, already during the next Knesset term – 
and not just hand out sweets. 
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