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  (Translated from Hebrew) 

May 15, 2014 

Lapid continues to discriminate against the Arabs 

The finance minister's latest initiative regarding VAT (Value Added Tax) only 

increases the institutionalized discrimination against Arabs 

Meirav Arlosoroff 

"We are not prepared to apologize for being Zionists,”  said Finance Minister 

Yair Lapid this week, when asked to explain his plan to grant full exemption 

from value added tax in the purchase of a first home only to those who have 

served in the army or have done national service. 

 "We're saying as clearly as possible," explained Lapid with fervor: "Those 

who give more will get more. Military or civilian or national service is a value. 

A young person who contributes three years of his life, a young person who in 

many cases endangers his life, is a better and worthier citizen. He deserves a 

clear and strong preference." 

Lapid's message is undoubtedly clear and strong – but that doesn't make it 

true. In effect, Lapid's statement that "those who give more will get more" is a 

lie. Not necessarily Lapid's lie, but a national lie - which the Jewish majority 

likes to tell itself so that it can justify the ongoing discrimination against the 

Arab minority in Israel. 

Actually there is no need to give the Jewish majority, which serves in the army 

and contributes three years of its life to the state, "a clear and strong 

preference" – because that preference already exists. Wherever you look the 

Jews receive more than the Arabs, so that already now they are benefiting 

from a clear and strong preference. Lapid's latest initiative only adds another 

small advantage to the huge advantage enjoyed in any case by the Jewish 

majority. It is doubtful whether it would create much of a change in the picture 

of the State of Israel's harsh and institutionalized discrimination against the 

Arabs. 

Not a single Arab community has been built 

Do you want examples? We can start with the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s, when 

the State of Israel expropriated a substantial percentage of the land of Arab 

communities. The program of "Judaizing the Galilee" – the state did not even 

conceal its intentions here – led to a massive transfer of land from Arabs to 

Jews. Some of the expropriations took place in the heat of the War of 
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Independence, and some continued in a legal and organized manner even 

many years later. 

One state commission of inquiry, the Or Commission, already discussed the 

expulsion of Arabs from their land, and wrote that "The expropriations were 

clearly harnessed to the interests of the Jewish majority. Hundreds of Jewish 

communities were built on the expropriated land, including new cities such as 

Upper Nazareth and Carmiel." 

To illustrate, the Or Commission explains the case of the city of Sakhnin, 

which during the British Mandate period had jurisdiction over 70,000 dunams. 

After the expropriations, only 9,700 dunams remained in the hands of the city, 

with only 4,500 dunams defined as the area of municipal jurisdiction. As a 

result, residents of Sakhnin have to make do with 191 square meters per 

person, compared to 524 square meters per person in Carmiel. 

After Land Day, in the 1970s, Israel discontinued its policy of expropriating 

Arab land, but de facto the "Judaization of the Galilee" continued full force. 

Here is proof: Although the Arab population grew at a rate similar to that of the 

Jewish population, since the establishment of the state in 1948 over 700 new 

communities have been built for Jews – and not a single Arab community 

(except for the permanent towns for the Bedouin who were evacuated from 

their land in the Negev). 

You read right: not a single new Arab community since the establishment of 

the state. In fact, there are dozens of Arab villages that were destroyed during 

the early years of the state, and their residents – who remained Israeli citizens 

– lost their land, their homes and the right to return to live in their ancestral 

villages. The Or Commission mentions 60 such uprooted communities. Ikrit 

and Biram are only the two most famous ones. 

The state makes sure to shrink even the Arab communities that were not 

destroyed. The instrument for municipal development is the planning and 

building committees. In Israel there are 123 such local committees. Only four 

of them belong to Arab local authorities (Rahat, Tira, Taibe and Nazareth). 

The other 82 Arab authorities are crowded together into 21 regional planning 

committees, only five of which have an Arab chairman.  

That is apparently one of the explanations for the fact that the population 

density in the Arab local authorities is far greater than in Jewish ones, and 

especially for the fact that the Arab authorities are suffering from economic 

strangulation, in the absence of land allocation for business and commerce. 

A study recently published by the NPOs Sikkuy - the Association for the 

Advancement of Civic Equality and Injaz - Center for Professional Arab Local 

Governance, pointed out that the Arab municipalities own only 3.8 percent of 
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the commercial areas – although these towns comprise 13 percent of the 

population. A 2009 Knesset study, which examined how the arnona municipal 

property tax is paid by the government (for Israel Electric Corporation 

facilities, Israel Defense Forces bases, government ministries and so on), 

found that while arnona payments total 1.1 billion shekels annually, only 2.2 

million shekels reach the Arab local authorities. So that while the government 

has total control when it comes to choosing whom to pay – only 0.2 percent of 

the arnona paid by government institutions goes to Arab local councils. 

In effect, therefore, the Arab authorities have no income from government 

arnona, and their potential share of other commercial arnona is 70 percent 

lower than their percentage of the population. The unavoidable result is that 

the Arab authorities simply have very little income, which dooms them to a 

poor economic situation, a deficit, and of course inferior service to their 

residents. 

The standard of living is 60 percent lower 

An Arab resident receives 60 percent fewer services from his local 

municipality than Jewish residents. To state it more clearly – the standard of 

living offered by the Arab local councils to their residents is 60 percent lower 

than that of Jewish residents.  Arab citizens receive welfare budgets that are 

50 percent lower than those of the Jews, although the Arabs are the poorest 

population in Israel, and therefore are in greater need of welfare allocations 

than others. Surveys by Sikkuy indicate that the Arabs receive only 4 percent 

of the drug addiction budgets. For care of youth in distress, their share is 8 

percent. For services for the elderly, the Arab share is only 5 percent. 

The education budgets are 35 percent lower 

The education budgets received by the Arab local authorities from the 

Education Ministry are at best identical to those of the Jewish local authorities, 

and in the worst case are about 20 percent lower. Since the Arab local 

councils are the poorest in Israel, and they lack the means to increase the 

education budget on their own, in the final analysis the education budget for 

an Arab child is about 35 percent lower than that for a Jewish child. 

That of course is in total contradiction to their needs. The Arab state school 

system is a failed system, with a dropout rate of 32 percent (compared to 8 

percent for Jews), and with international exam scores 20 percent lower than 

those of Jewish students. 

Let us make it clear immediately that in total contradiction to another prevalent 

Jewish lie, a lack of arnona collection in the Arab communities is not the main 

reason why these communities lag so far behind. Studies indicate that 

improved collection of the arnona would increase the income of the Arab 
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communities by 20 percent. On the other hand, were the Arab authorities to 

receive an equal share of income from commercial arnona, their income 

would increase by 130 percent. It is the discrimination in land allocation in 

Arab communities, which the government has left with almost no income-

producing areas, that weighs heaviest on them – rather than tax collection. 

Of course the clear and strong preference of Jews does not stop at the level 

of local government. Only 8 percent of government employees are Arabs, 

although they constitute about 20 percent of the population. Even among 

those 8 percent, the vast majority are employed in low-level jobs. 

In public transportation the Arabs are regularly shortchanged – Umm al Fahm, 

with its 48,000 residents, has only140 intercity trips per day, compared to 277 

for adjacent Pardes Hanna, with 33,000 residents. 

The gap in education shortens life expectancy 

The Mossawa Center, in a petition to the High Court of Justice, proved that 

only 3 percent of the Culture Ministry's culture budget is offered to Arab 

cultural institutions. The Or Commission mentioned a petition submitted to the 

High Court in the late 1990s, claiming that the Ministry of Religious Services 

budget for  Muslim cemeteries equals about 2 percent of the budget for 

Jewish cemeteries. It is hard to know whether there has been a change in the 

figures since then, because to be on the safe side the government made sure 

to divide responsibility for the two types of cemeteries between two separate 

government ministries. 

The issue of the cemeteries brings us to the last point – the life expectancy of 

Israeli Arabs, which is significantly lower than that of Jews. Arab men live 

about three years less than Jewish men, and Arab women about four years 

less than Jewish women. Anyone who wants to claim that poor people the 

world over suffer from a shorter life expectancy should be aware that the ultra-

Orthodox in Israel actually live longer. 

It is not poverty that explains the Arabs' short life expectancy, but apparently 

less access to health services, and mainly the fact that the mother of the 

family is less educated, which leads to a less healthy lifestyle for the entire 

family (according to studies conducted worldwide, the mother is the greatest 

influence on lifestyle). But in order to change Arab life expectancy the women 

have to be educated – something that apparently will not happen in a country 

that makes sure that Arab education budgets will  always remain lower than 

those for Jews. 

  


